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announce the first

Advin M. Solodmon
Conference In Jewish History,
Al Solomon was an active members
ot the Society and hailed tor has
robe in organizing the hrst Mew
Mexico Jewish Film Festival in
November 1998, Al passed away
i 1999, His fanuly and close
tricnds have created an endowment
50 that the annual conference can
The
provocative topic for this vear’s

event on MNovember 17, 18, and 19

I"\ll :"I II (18] II::||<:-| ;:1|'\. IMIEILry

will be “Mepotiating Jewish
Identity in New Mexico: Open
The

Lives, Hidden Lives,”™

November Conference
Ready for Prime Time!!!

New Mexico

Jewish Historical Society

conference wil explore both the

EXPErENCE of ".".ll_!_ a" _II_"|.'|.:;| WO
moved to New Mexico but chose
not to idenrify as Jews, as well as
the extraordinary sto Vool Lo
[ewws in Mew Mexico past and pres
ent. The conference will be held an
thi Santa Fe Hilvan Hitel,

The sociology of identity is a
tascinating aspect of human behay
ir .1I1|'] Wi |:|f1 Vi :\.!‘.Irllt'n\_:l_l ot |1|_'-
many talented scholars ro help us
understand theé dynamics of ident
tving with a community, For those
interested in the story of bath the
Anglo Jews and the Crypro-Jews,
of the West, this conference will

ANSWET Many gLesmons A4 T4

Volume 14, No, #
(ctaber H000

Anglo Jews chose
not to |L'|L'Ill-!:-' as
Jews when they
sertled in Mew
A Ewc 1, i gl

SEEMS as r_||:III;I.’.f'

Jewish pioneers

Al Solomon

wanted to hide
their religious and culwral back
MMuch has been learned

about the |'"1'1.'|:'-Ir| [I_"-'-"h whio have

grounid,

still kepr the pledge of secrecy their
tamilies insisted wpon

Owir conference chair is Melanie
LaBorwit.” Melanic s the executive
director of the Rough Rider
Museurn in Las Vegas, New
Mexico, According to Melanie the

|Camtinuad on page Gj
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generosity of our members
Secondly, a major new effort to

document the oral history of early

|l:"|.'|.'l'\|ll I'\III:IIII'l:':I |.IIIIi|Il!"| 111 Hl:"\l\.".

Mexico is under way. The commuit
he Mew Mexico Jewish tee in charge of this project has
Historical Soc IETy 15 somewhat identified twenitv descendants of
LErquie in thie WesheErn Lrnited famulies who will be featured in
States. The frequency of its pro
grams, the diversity of its topics
and the hard work of it volunteers
have vaulted the Sociery into
proaunence, e w &l site

(wowwsnmijewishhistorv.org) has

video presentations, We expect to
have completed chis body of work
by January, 2002,

Thirdly, we are moving forward
with our 13th Annual Conference
he topic chosen by the
l,_lkl_'ll s 0o a w‘lllil'“'ll.h' .||.|.|.|.|‘i.'|||.|.'. i I.|'I1l:'ll:'|'ll. C ';.:I:III:II'I'.”I"!':

Firstly, this year has surely been
a successful one for the Sociery. We
h.]l. e raised almost 1:- | |-:',|.'|]|-:' tor our

“Megotiating Jewish Identity in
Mew Mexico: Closed Lives, Open
Lives” will draw ;'ﬂ'l:-|'~|q.' from
around the United Stanes. Hl.'_!t'.'-.[-:'r

carly so vou do not miss out on

endowment fund created only one

vear ago, and which couldn®t hav

A Weekend to Remember

ommittee chair, Jay Samuels, welcomed
AN CARET Eroup for oanir Memorial |-|'.|'g.' week
end field trip to Phoenix on Friday, May
2ath, Following a dessert receprion and the
video Pioneer Jews in Arizona (1850-19204,
Abe Chamin, Professor Emeritus of the
University of Arizona and world-renowned
lewish historan, explained the surprising
role that Jews played in the development ot
the Arizona Territory, giving their names to

several small towmns like Solomonville,

Jay Snmiuels
Seligman, and Feldman, as well as contmbuting several mayors, gov-

ernors, and begislators,

Saturday’s field trip started wich a vour of historic Heritage
Square 1o visit the Victorian style Rosson House, and the Phoenix
Museum of History. The Phoenix, which includes exhibits on the
Goldwarers and the Rosenewelgs, ploneer families u'_|_1u helped shape
the growing desert town, At the hotel, Professor Gordon Weiner of
Arizona State University spoke abour the development of the Jewish
community in old-time Phoenix. Professor Chanin returned as
keynote speaker following the Saturday-night banquer, regaling the
group with more stories of Jews in the Anzona Ternitory, Abe's wile,

Mildred Chanin, read from the memoirs of Rosa Katzenstein, a pio

this exceptional program, The ssue
of Jewish identity has long been a
subject of controversy and conster
nation. We invite you 1o join the
CXperis _||||| i '-.,|'-|4 TnH |.".I'\-| |.|.m||:|.1||||_|'_
‘I:'l_"l'\.'.

Lastly, the Sociery 15 full ol ene
v ideas and action. But the wlo
mate success of everything we do
depends on volunteers, and on the
Board and its commuittees--those
who dedicate themselves wo support
the day-to-day work necessary 1o
H-:'i I||-:' |-.||l -.|- HiE

II YOl JArE L1 A I'H.-I';I!"I'\l'l" [y CiHm-
tribute your tume to fulfilling the
mission of our Socicty, please call
us 1-877-665-3974,

|
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Archives Grant
Announced at Annual
Membership Meeting

ur annual membership meeting and

dinner was held at the Radisson Hotel in
Santa Fe, Oha pr spdent announced ambs
tious goals for future programs and the
members offered many excinng ideas abour
Society events, The D, Alan Hurst Award
was given to Henry Tobias, Ph.I). an active
board member and distnguished historian
A surprise talk by a South African author
added a fascinaring dimension to the story
of the immigrant Jewish experience. She
Bave a Ccopy of her hook 1o the Sock v tiar
its archives collection

rlp'lf‘l".'.‘lr'l"i.|'|||" lists were disteibuted dur
ing the meeting as well as POStErS AN
il'l:.'_ various programs, I vou would like a
copv of the III-:'JI||II.'|':1..|'||_:'I list, :'III':!H‘H.' qend
vorlr reguest to our PO Box

The highlight of the evening was the
video preview of a documentary film crear
& by Sasha Oster. For the hirst ime ever,
we heard |I'.III3|'_ aral ||:'\-|||' &5 Iroum [Ilr_'
mouths of major pioneer tamily members
lhe video will be used 1o develop financial
support tor the creation of the NMJHS
Video Library. Anita Miller, Chair of the

Video Histor ¥ L OMimirTes ri [ d thae 20

people have been identified as appropriate
subjects for fururee videos, As soon as funds
becomie available, Sasha and her team ol
experts will rravel around the state o
recard the rich and highly rextured Farmly
SUOFHEE W |||- || Are want illj: (1] hl_' :::-||;|_

Afrer a wonderful buffer dinner, we
enjoved schmoozing and lively discussions

abour the funire of the SCIETY

SUPPOCT T SOCIET and order one of ow’ beaotiful new ore |'-.|.'r'-. I mamiral eolor wath o
sky blue and adobe red logo. Only $4.95 + $1.75 Shipping/Handling. The bag is 16" by

B

14.57, with 10.5" straps. To order, send a check or a money order to:
MNMIHS Tote Bag Fullillment
2677 Centinela Awe., Suite 207 = Santa Monica, A 90405
Make Checks payable 1o AL HS




Archive Reception Draws Largest Turnout of Native
New Mexicans Since Early Days of the Society

annual event. Photographs of Sephardic Jews taken by Carrie Herz and Glona Golden were on display. Carmie'’s

work was inscrumental in discovering locations of considerable T pOrtance i thie Sockety's effort to rell the story
rut l“:r'."|1|:4: ':_'u'u_ Calioog |.|'x u.-:lll-. 5 W [0 I.'1|_' f*ulu.'.l_'[:. ;1||d WAL |..-|u,,|||.\,|||r||,'_ il irs |‘~|-:'.'|:‘|T|'!| :1I'I.| Lil‘r'-rh. [I'I .'Il.‘l-.i'il.'iﬂl'l
to the photography, the reception program included readings and songs which linked the story of Sephardic Jews

to the history of Kew Mexico, The accompanying r\-|||'-|r|'-. illustrate the overfllow crowd,

Major Gift
Benefits Society

generous gift of $10,000
was presented to
A. Dawid Scholder, President of :
the Wew Mexico lewish Historical Society. The
donors, Joan and Arnold Seidel, are trustees for xhe

Alice and Julius Kantor Trust. Alice was truly interest

ed in philanthropy and believed very strongly in being

BEMErOWS DO OFEaNIZa ons which enhance educanon.
According to Mr. Seidel, Alice Kantor would have
been partcularly excired abour supporting a Jewish

4

historical society. Her sense of
community and her devobion 1o
constant learming were driving
torces in her lite. By coinci
dence, Mr Seidel's family were
tounding atzens of Roswell,
MNew Mexico

Alice earned her fortune in the
Milinary business in Texas. She built up a formudable
enterprise and enjoved tremendous success with her
customers. She died at age 24 and-rer legacy of gen
erosity will make a substantial contnbution to both
the new endowment fund which the Sociéty created in
19299, as well as the new video history project now

under way.



New Jewish Pioneer
Video Project Launched

he Society has embarked on a project to film
mterviews with descendants of New Mexico Jewish
proneer families. According to Anita Miller,
Committes Chair, when completed this video library

will serve o preserve and perpetuate the history of Sasha Oster,
. 2 in Wew hMaxico. By o : Daocurmentary
the first Jews in New Mexico, By capturing these per- Filbmraker

sonal stones on video, we can best memonalize the
character and spirit of these pioneering Jews who laid the foundations not
only of our Jewish communiries, but of our state itself.

An enthusiastic committee is in place comprised of Chairperson Anita
Miller; Society directors Ned Miller and Ken Tager; renowned historians
. Henry Tobias and Dr. Stan Hordes; filmmaker Sasha Oster; and cul-
tural consultant Susan Keith. They have mapped out a plan o shoo
approximately 20 individual interviews over the next two years. The
committee plans to digitally record still photographs and family memora-
bilia for the Socety’s archives. These will be used, along with the video-
taped interviews, for public exhibinons, educational programs, and look-
ing to the future, the production of a documentary film about the pioneer
Jews of New Mexco.

Time is of the essence in securing these interviews, as they necessarily
involve an aging populacion, i.e. those who have the most direct memao-
ries of their pioneer forbears, As a resule, getting the interviews on video-
tape will be the project’s inibial goal and focus, When a sufficient number
of interviews have been completed, the committee hopes 1o produce one
or more documentary quality videos for distribution and broadcast,

Society members who antended the 1999 Annual Membership Meetng
were treated 1o a screening of a brief pilot video, filmed and produced by
Society and committee member Sasha Oster, fearuring excepts from inter.
views with Robert Nordhaus, Jeanette Wertheim Sparks, Carl Floersheim,
Jr., and members of the Seligman family, brothers Randolph and Jack,
and their cousin Milton. The pilot was made to use in raising funds for
the project. The committee has identified several institutional funding
sources, but individual donations will be essential in germuing the project
off the ground. Your support for this vital project, the recording of the
last living history of the pioneer Jews of Mew Mexico, would be greatly
appreciated.

(Weekend in Remambar, continued from page 2| . s —_—

neer bride who traveled by steamer and "i-T:'IF;{‘Eﬂ.'IIl']'I from MNew York to
Tucson in 1868, P J

Thie trip's highlight came Sunday with a visit to Temple Beth Israel in
Scotsdale, Phoenix's oldest and largest Reform congregation, and its
Sylvia Plokin Judaica Museum, The musuem features an authentic, re
created Tunisian symagogue, complete with beautiful ceramic riles and
graceful arches. After a lox and bagel brunch, the group headed home
edificd and sarisfied by a weekend to remember.

Meet Our
Board Member

en Tager is
among the
newest members
of our board.
Wie met Ken ar
our November
1999 conference
in Albuquerque
on Jews and
MNative Americans on the Fromtier,
Ken was so enthusiastic about his
experience at the conference that he
offered to help, and, when a posi-
tion on the board became available
wh tappud his enthusiasm for our
LSO,

An attorney in Albuquerque,
Ken has worked in many areas but
focuses on business and tax law,
which he has taught these subjects
at several universities, Ken has
been active in many community
orgamzatons, Most recently, he
has served in Anzona, on the
boards of the Sedona Chamber
Music Society and Flagstaff Festival
of the Arts, The New Mexico
Jewish Historical Society is the first
community organization with
which Ken has been involved since
moving 1o Mew Mexico in 1998,

When asked about his vision for

| the futuere, Ken savs that he would

like to see the Society attract more
voung people through events and
publications. In particular, Ken
sees the new Jewish Pioneer Video
Project as essential in capturing the
attention and enthusiasm of the
*mouse-click” generation. *Our
history nfay be lost if we don't
make it live for those who will fol-
low us.” In addition 1o his work
on the Video Higtory Commiree,
Ken is working with other board
members to rewrite the Society by-
laws. You can reach Ken by e-mail
ar kentager@worldner.art.net.

is



Albuquerque and
Congregation Albert:
Growing Together for 100 Years

i

Henry Jaffa. {Congregation
Albart's lirst Prassdant and
Abugquergue’s first Mayor

n Sunday, October 29, 2000 ar 2:00
p.m. Congregation Albert will celebrate
its 100th vear in Albuquerque with the
premiere of a video entitled
“Longreganion Albert: 100 Hundred
Years of Community.” Dr. Carlos
Vasquez of the Natonal Hispani
Cultural Center and Dr. Thomas Chavez
of the Palace of the Governors will speak
at this event, The Temple's photo archive
will be on display, also.
This event is funded by grants trom the
MeCune Chartable Foundartion, the
Mew Mexico Endowment tor the
Humanities, the ."'|||1|.|.|.:||.|'I||II1'

Community Foundation, and private contributions. It is free and all are
welcome, Congregation Albert is locared ar 3800 Lousiana Blvd, NE,
Albuquerque. Please phone Bb 3-1818 for further information.

|Cawlarancn Ready far Primn Time, conlinesd lrem paga 1)

conference will speak to cnbcal 155ues
of identity, self debmition, and spir il
community. Consider the following:

What is it like to find out you are
not who you thought you were? What
is it like to hide your Jewish identiry
through the subtle and not so subtle
process of assimilation? For some, the
discovery of Jewish roots confirms
long held suspicions of identity. For
others, it becomes a burden or an
obstacle to fitting into society.”

[, Stan Hordes, conference pro-
gram chair, innounced recently thai
this :,'rnr'-:. conference will -L'?-:r\-'i:q{“ these
conflicts in both the Ashkenazic and
I";I.'i'lil,lllil. COTUMILNITES “-l rl-le
Southwest. The newest data from the
academic research of distinguished
scholars, as well as first hand stories
from people in the New Mexico
lewish communiry, will fill three days

of conference activities. |he conterence

Belanie LaBorwit, 13th &nnual
Conferance Chasi

Dir. Stan Hordes, 13th Anniwial
Conlarence Prograem Lhair

brochure will be mailed out shortly.

Profile of a
Pioneer

he Amierican [sraglite pub

lished the following in its Decembe
1904 edition: “Albert Grunsfeld, of
.'1|.“1'.:I|.|'.JI.'|L:||.|I.. Moew Mexico, whio
has held the office of member of the
City Council for two terms, was
appointed by Governor Otero as a
member of the Bureau of
Immigration, of which he was the
rreasurer for @ [erm of two years,
n.l.-||.|...J'| _||_'||_'-|~|||I'.11rll.[ |I-'.' \.IJ:| I‘Iu ||||'-..
ared ar the recent elecnion was elect
#d 1o the office of County
Commissioner of Bernallilo Courity
far the term of four vears by the
largest majonty of any candidare,

He was born in Germany 41
years ago and has been a resadent of
Albuquerque for the last 25 years,
and is the senior member of the
wholesale dry goods firm of
Grunsfeld Brothers, one of the most
successful in the '!_1_'I|I|"r"-. M
Grunsfeld-is a Republican.™

|'|_'||||_::||_' Albere in Albuguergue
was named to honor the memory of
Albert Grunsfeld.



Appeal for the Society Seeks
Los Alamos Jewish | Archives Volunteers
Community

he Society 15 in the process of reorganizing its archives
devastating forest fire destroved under the direction of a professional archivist. Members are

[THCIEE |:||:|.:| ${ |'|-:r|1|-:':1 ini I_U.hl .'1|.|.III:II i '..'nl necded o |||'||:'- arganiee 1|:|:' Hl g |||'. &8 and |!||||!||| I!|I|.' i IL:|I:"I'3."~\.

Aav, Dne need think only of one's own ”I'I:'i'-'-;"""' ns under the grant funding this projec Please con
tact Claire Grosgman vo volunteer |1:-.' calling our toll-free

personal library and tamily mementos to
voice mail, 877-h65-3974,

understand the i||1'|'|.|-. ecable losses suffered
by these families.

I'he destruction of such a \.l_rI::l:lh-. ani
part of the town has left the Los Alamos
Jewish community with grearer needs than
the synagogue and other local organiza
tions can fulfill. A fund has been estab-
lishied to assise the affected Jewish tamilies
to et back on their feet. Donations may
be sent to: LAJC Reliet Fund, PO, Box
1114, Los Alamos, WM E7 544,

Your contribution will be greatly appre
ciated by the Los Alamos Jewish communi
ty and the people of New Mexico.
Questions may be directed to Rabbi Jack
Shlachter of the Los Alamos Jewish Center,

at 5305-hil-3217,

Training voluntesrs in the newves! proloools wsed ot tha Nes Masico
State Records and Archives Center in Santa Fe.

Tell a friend to join! Who else will support our Society . . . if not you?

MNew Maxico
Jewish Historical Society vaice mail: (505) 989-9900  Toll Free: 1-877-NMJEWSH (665-3974)
hitp:/fwww nmjewishhistory.org
Mew [ JRenewnl i Formes Mamdbo E:r::-..-ﬁ:l:.:“::::.|r|.|.l.l ;-H:;':“::.:: :'vzl:h.::::‘:rlm Thraugh my businoss | qualily for & matching g
|Plass nciude manchag gt fomm with yaurn papmeeet
Mame Mama ol Business
Address : - Gitt memberships-are available in any giving categony
Aty % 3 and far any ocensian Frionds and lamiy wall
Lity SR — appreciate wour thoughtfulness every time they read
Phone [day| {ewal o newwspaper artcli o hear & reda program related
to the stary of Jews ol NewMexico.
{tax| - - _ {e-miaill :
| wenubd Whe 10 gred & gt mamboari®eg i
Individual £30.00 ) Friend of the Society 5100 to 5249 Wame
) Family £45.00 2 Nice Friend £250 1o 5999 Addrass
O Individual Senior 2000 > Good Friend £1000 0 $4,939 city e
i Senior Couple £30.00 O Grent Friend 5 000 16 39, 994 e
L Stodent £20.00 ) Best Friend 10,000 ar mora ; e

Latagory al it mambsarahap



Fe at 10:30 a.m. sharp. Round trip bus tickets are avail-

Yﬂu arc 1 v]tﬂd‘ - able for 310, Tickets rrust be purchased i advance with

the check made payable to NMJHS. Seat reservation

n Okcrober 14, 2000, for the first ime ever, l"|-?l-.]ll.1"\ FEdUESTS anel payvment musl b |1-1=.mmrk1'd nic later than
commemoratng the presence of Jews in New Mexico will Ocrober 6, 2000.
ks '|1|:||,'\n;i IR 2] locations in Las "l.'l.'r,.h, Mew Mexico, This event is made F""“"'".I"I\'-' rl“””l'—" the penerosity of
I'he first plaque will be affixed to the school administra- Judy and Jerry Klinger of Rockville, Maryland. They are

tion building now occupying the site where the first syna frequent visitors to New Mexico and realized there was no

gogue, Congreganion Montefiore, was founded in 1884 ar  historic marker about Jewish pioneer life in any communi
the corner of Douglas and 9th Steeet. The second plague ty they visited around the state. We are forever indeboed

will be placed at the current site of to them for their enthusiastic per-
severance, We are also grareful for

II‘“_' "c'_l. |1.-|g-|'1;|_|l"' I‘l”ll-lllrl._rl LI I..I"a i i : i 3
Vegas, Mew Mexico at 8th & @ T;’“'-" 1 L;ﬂ! dite ﬂf LE'E hr‘jt the hard work of Ray Valdez,

Columbia Streets, (now the dnagogue in New Mexico. Execuntive Director of the Cinzens'
MNewman Cenrer). The dedication Congregation Mriﬂrt'f-:iﬂrf', Committee For Histonic

— : i Preservation. Mr Valdez w
ceremony will take place ar 8th 8¢ Founded 1884. eservation. Mr Valdez was

. instrumental in getting approval
Dedicated, October I4, 2000. from the Archdiocese of Santa Fe,
lI Most Reverend Michael |

Columbia Street at 12:00 p.m.
Highlights waill nclude several

descendants from pioneer Jewish M Dl ksl et . :

families and several dignitaries h : " Sheehan, Archbishop of Santa Fe
from Mew Mexicos political elite and Reverend George Salazar,
and clergy from both Jewish and Catholic organizations. Pastor, Immaculate Conception, Las Vegas.

A wine and cheese PECEPION will follow the dedication, For further intormation i"IE'-l'*'-' call our voice mail at
The reception will be at the historic Plaza Hotel, 230 Old  the new toll free number: 1.877.665.3974 (NMJEWSH).
Towwen Plaza. A charersd bus will take L'll:“lr;.'llal: io and from You can also send e-mail requests tor information o:
Las Vegas. It will leave from 215 Lincoln Avenue in Santa  scholder@earthlink.net
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